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  November 12, 2009

The Class of 1969 Reunion was a double pleasure for me because I had a great time showing some of you the treasures and displays in the HPHS Museum & Archive and then seeing all of you at that very elegant and joyous evening event. It was a very happy day for everyone, and I hope that you will continue to be in touch by joining the “Friends.”

For many years, graduates, faculty, and friends of the Hartford Public High School wanted to display items from the school’s history in a museum area. From 1964 to 2005, the “Memorabilia Room” at the fireplace end of the school library was our display area. It was not large enough, and there was no storage area nearby. Finally, in 2007 the idea of a museum-archive became a reality with the opening of the HPHS Museum & Archive in the new wing of the renovated HPHS on Forest Street.
The Museum displays statuary, paintings, architectural fragments, memorabilia, and furniture from the Hopkins-Broad Street school.  The Archive has storage areas for the antique book collection, photographic collection, trophies, manuscripts, documents, and memorabilia collections. The Museum showcases the school’s past and its connection to the history of Hartford. 

In 2005, in order to ensure that there will always be people who appreciate the school’s history and who will support the goals of the Museum for years to come, the “Friends of the HPHS Museum & Archive” was established. 

The goal of the “Friends” is to support the HPHS Museum in the following ways:


Save, preserve, and catalogue the historical and archival collections at the


Hartford Public High School.  These are sources for the study of  the


history of the school, the history of the city of Hartford, and the history

of education in the state of Connecticut.


Preserve and display materials from the collections in the new museum area

        
 of the school.


Solicit new material relating to the history of the school.


Serve the alumni and public when they request information about the school and  
its collections.


Educate the faculty and students in the history of the school and its role in 


the history of Hartford.


Train students in the preservation and use of archival materials.

The HPHS Alumni Association (chartered 1889) is the HPHS Museum Committee’s financial advisor and grant sponsor.
If you would like to become a member of the “Friends,” please send a $10.00 membership contribution to the address below.  The check should be made out to “HPHS Alumni Association/ Archive Fund.”  Three newsletters are sent every year.
Also, if you would like to join our group of Museum Volunteers who help maintain the exhibits, please let me know. We meet once a month.
A visit to the Museum can be arranged by emailing me at the address below or by calling the school at 695-1405.  I am  at the school once  a week.

Please visit the website <hartfordpublic.com> which has photos of the Museum and alumni news.

R.J. Luke Williams

H.P.H.S Museum
55 Forest Street

Hartford, CT   06105  
hphs55@aol.com       or    hphs55@sbcglobal.net



